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THE CAMERON FAMILY OF TROUP OOL'NTY'

By Danny Knight
) ^ •
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James C. Cameron, Senior, progenitor of the Cameron family
of Troup Cour.iy, was born 24 April 1764inNortnerr! Ireland. Coming to
America, he settled in Fairfield County. South Carolina, after
the American P.evolution^ mere, according to lamiiy records, he
was wed to Sarah Brown on 2 January 1790.

Leaving South Carolina, James Cameron purchased land in
Clarke County. Georgia, from George Taylor on 7 December 1803.
There he renamed for approximately eight years, for, on 10 Jan
uary 1815, Janes Cameron "of Jasper County" sold his land in
Clarke County to Samuel Bryant. Later, on 9 April 1818, he pur
chased land in Jasper County from James Moore.

While a resident of Trussell's District, Jasper County,
Georgia, Janes Cameron received two grants of land, one in Car
roll County and one in Muscogee County, for his service in the
Revolutionary ^ar. He did not, however, come to Western Georgia
immediately. Instead, he and Sarah Brown Cameron moved to Mor
gan County, Georgia, with his daughter and son-in-law, James and
Mary Jane Cameron Loyd. Retaining the faith of his Scottish
forefathers, James Cameron and his family united with the Oak
Grove Presbyterian Church there.

Later,
James and Ja
ian Church :

Church of Mo
first of the

represented
of LaGrange
Grange was ;
members are

Cameron, ar.d
in years o.o 1
Militia from
veracity of
have built
"old Court
Memorials
house was bu
descent . 11
which then p
mitive dwell

or. 1 October 1831, James and Sarah Brown Cameron and
.~e Cameron Loyd came by letter to the First Presbyter-
I LaGrange, Georgia, from the Oak Grove Presbytcriiin
rgan County, Georgia. They were, however, not the
family to settle in Troup County. The Cameron family

22 of the members of the First Presbyterian Church
at its founding on 21 March 1S29, at which time La-
ust over three months old. Among the church's charter
-Cund the names of David Brown Cameron, Mary Lyle
•vumes Hawthorne Cameron, who was his father's junior

The younger Cameron was Major in the Troup County
n December 1828 until 3 May 1830, and, although the

the statement has been disproven, he was stated to
r.e first house on the permanent site of LaGrange's
quare."' According to Knight's Georgia Landmarks,
a Legends, "on the present town of LaGrange, the first
ilt by James H. Cameron, a pioneer settler of Scottish
was a structure of logs, built after the fashion

revailed on the frontier, but in later years this pri-
ir.g was replaced by a handsome edifice,"

The old r.ome of James Cameron, Senior, still stands on the
^lass Bridge Road in Long Cane, near West Point, Georgia. A few
lies away stands the home of his son-in-law, James Loyd, who

possessed a unique distinction in the religious history of Troup
unty. He and Phillip Hunter Greene, both well-educated Bible

scholars, were the first people to teach Sunday School in Troup
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Baptist and the Presbyterian Churches in Long
"Sabbath'̂ Scho Church's building and cemetery, this

whe venture between the two churches.Later, when the Presbyterians erected their own building, it
at the'̂ nre °f oldest living member, who died in 1900,
stood nefr ;h Cameron,
B Mor^^n I ^^34, his granddaughter, Susie
March fp 'l9n ' r colonial home burned the night of
who?e nfen !t "^^ere in 1921. The
sltiL th^ "as in ruins. I cried for two days after vi-ting the remains of my once beautiful, happy, childhood home."

have riserto'riT^?^ the family of James Cameron
Alfred fln =te?i K K'' t'al and state affairs. General
Francine e ' of James Hawthorne Cameron's daughter,
red, a ' r Between the States with largely
fairr 0^1'^ hut he soon returned to prominence in state af-
banrever O ^^P^ember 1865, he organized the first national
NatLnirBanf? '̂ Southern States, known as the Atlanta

familv^wa ='̂ R' however, the most prominent member of the Cameron
Senior ! benjamin Hazel tine C.ameron, son of James Cameron,
Troup Countv'"rr"th'' contractor, he built the old brick
arLaOrange Co? 'o '̂iCrange in 1831, the Dobbs Building
Swnnson'House Cameron-Awt rev-Brady House, the Cameron-
feriorCoCrrAf T ""'"r ° h^ilcUngs. He was Judge of the In-
1856 un?il ^860 and'̂ H 1843 and again from
1847 and in iR'a he served as a state legislator in 1842, in
his nenhew K Although descendents of Benjamin T. Cameron
October ^een him, it is stated that, ["'uctober, 1861, he organized the Sallie Fannie Reid G'lards n qo

W^l^Ia^ReI '̂'''̂ ® Company, which was named for the daughter ofBen^lm " ' ' oqaipped the outfit. Thomas Glenn Cameron
wounded"at wnA v" L-Gvange Light Guards and wL '̂wounded at Wilderness, Virginia, on 5 Mav 1.S64 He was firsr

in'^the he and both' of his wives are buried
wL born\n\'r' -==°n, Benjamin Lee Cameron, who
watso^an^ a^on """"tu": -"'-^cried Marv Emma
i^the lord's Crn "'g father and several brothers, .settled
wifrwa^rn® Roads Community. Benjamin Lee Cameron's
f^tLrCaL " and it was for his grand-
fiSad was ::med".' property that the Cameron^lill

eight^docados and'?'' Cameron, which had spanned nearlyTen years later, on''̂ G^De^embe?^ 8̂5^^^ ""

ca?o?i?i::n:ir?:::: a8arL?-r??j^ -id,-ay grandchildren. A11 hou^^^tL^^r^genu'cL '̂f'th^ L^mili



1(1 (icpitrtcd, the accomplishments of theii" dcscendents were t fi be
•.ny and were to bo among the most influential in moleiifig the
istory of Troup County.

Troup County, Ga. and Her People, Vol. II No. II, "Early History
of Presbyterians in Troup," by Forrest Clark Johnson
History of Atlanta, Georgia, edited by Wallace P. Reed, 1B8H.

CAMERON ADDITION

Following the completion of the preliminary portion of this
rticle, the editor recieved information from Col. Jack M. Jordan,
; Austin, Texas, concerning the ancestry of James Cameron, Sr.,
rogenitor of the Cameron family of Troup County. An abridged
orsion of this lineage follows.

John Cameron b. Iverness, Scotland (?) m. Mary Ann Eraser.
-1. Thomas Cameron b. Ireland m., in Ireland, Susannah

He arrived in Charleston Harbor with his family about I7(w.
In ITTJ, he was granted land on "the waters of Scetcys Fork
of Sandy Creek, otherwise called Sandys River l.)y some, in
Craven County." Later, in 178.S, he received a second grant
of land located at the fork of Broad and Little Rivers, in
Camden District. By 1793, however, he had sold this land
and had moved to Elbert County, Georgia, with his children.

^1-1. Thomas Cameron, Jr. m. Nancy Miller, daughter of John Miller.
-1-2. Mary Cameron b. 1759 Ireland m. 1. Robert McClary m. 2

Robert Hawthorne.

-1-3. James Cameron b. 24 Apr. 1761, Northern Ireland, d. 1/ Apr.
1840, Long Cane, Troup County, Georgia, m. 2 Jan. 1790 Sar.ih
Brown.

-1-4, Joseph Cameron, (undocumented)
-1-5. John Cameron, (undocumented)
-1-6. Simon Cameron, (undocumented)
-1-7. Benjamin Cameron, (undocumented)
-1-8, 1-1-9, 1-1-10, three daughters. (undocumented)

DESCENDENTS OF JAMES AND SARAH BROWN CAMERON

find the parents of a particular person, remove tiie final digit
i a person's number, and one will have the the number of the person's
. I rents . )

Flora Cameron b. 1790 m. 13 Nov. 1806 Samuel M. C. Lorancc.
-1. Mary Lorance b. 1807 m. 2 Sept. 1834 Moses Bently.
-2. John Lorance b. 1809.

-3. Sarah Lorance b. 1810 m. Harman Watson.
-4. Caroline Lorance b. 1814 m, 28 Oct. 1834 Samuel Johnston.
-3. Emily Lorance b. 1819 m, 28 Sept. 1834 Bennett J. Rushton.
-6. Susannah Lorance b. 1820 m. 4 Feb. 1836 Seaborn J. Springer.
-7. Martha J. Lorance b. 1821 d. 11 July 1894 m. 23 Dec. 18114

Joseph Rushton.
Sarah Cameron b. 26 April 1793 d. 23 Jan. 1862 m. 11 May 1830
James Wilson b. 25 Nov. 1784 d. 24 Aug. 1880.,

-1. John Dodson Wilson b. 4 March 1831 d. 12 Nov. 1912 m. i^cbecca
Ann Justiss.


